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DECEMBER 2019 NEWSLETTER 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK      

Final Farewell 

Best wishes to you all as we break for another year. Congratulations to our year 8 students who have given so much over 

these past two years. Good luck as you enter into High School. We know you will all do amazing things. To those families 

we are farewelling, thank you for your continued support and positive contribution to the RI family. 

To our year 7 students we look forward to welcoming you back in the new year with some exciting new developments. 

Smaller class sizes thanks to two brand new classes being added over the summer break. New subjects to choose from in 

our specialist programme and new units of study for 2020. 

To our teachers leaving Auckland we wish them all the best as they move on to new experiences. 

Have a safe and relaxing holiday. 

The RI Team

 

Leadership 

BREWERTON, Kyle Principal 

BECKETT, Tom Deputy Principal 

GATFIELD, Robin Yr 8 AP 

McGAW, Megan Yr 7 AP 

Teaching Staff 

CHOAT, Sarah 7 

BUYS, Pierre 7 

RUTTENBURG, Mikaela 7 

ROSCHERR, Kristin 7 

McDONNELL, Anne 7 

HOUSTON, John 7 

STELLE, Tori 7 

SELLON, Katie 7 

BUCKLEY, Hayley 7 

CARNICHAN, Karin 7 

LYNCH, Kelly 7 

CHRISTIE, Shirley 7 

O'DONNELL, Jacqui 7 

WESTON, Harmony 7 

COLLINS, Rebecca 7 

  

VAN LIT, Michelle 8 

SMITH, Laura 8 

GALLAGHER, Yvonne 8 

WAITE, Jason 8 

ABRAHAMYAN, Armine 8 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WHITEHOUSE, Alan 8 

McGARRY, Juliet 8 

YU, Irene 8 

ADAIR, Taylor 8 

MILLER, Julie 8 

NICHOLLS, Alaric 8 

JORDAN, Liz 8 

POWELL, Alysha 8 

ARDERN, Jaimie 8 

FAULKNOR, Pip 8 
Specialist Subject Teachers 

HERBERT, Lorraine Digitech 

ISSA, Veronica Music (Orchestra/Bands) 

MacCULLOCH, Geoff Multi 

POTTER, Sonja Food 

STURGISS, Billie Visual Arts 

ZEMKE, Kris Performance Arts 

JOHNSON, Odelia Yr 7 Tikanga + Kapahaka 
SKELTON, Mo Year 8 Te Reo 
GORDON, Jane French 
THOMSON, John Music 
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CENTRAL ZONES BOYS TOUCH RUGBY 

The heat wave continued early in November 

as our highly talented C/Z Touch team 

boarded the bus to Central Zones. After 

falling just short the previous couple of years, 

the team were determined to qualify for 

Interzones this time around. 

The team was nothing short of exceptional. 

From the outset, they organised themselves 

with clear communication and stepped onto 

the field at full throttle. Throughout the day, 

the team scored an average of 6 tries per 15 

minute game - they played 6 games in total 

and incredibly only conceded 2 tries ALL DAY. 

Both tries were scored by St Pauls 1, who we 

defeated in a tense final 2-1.  

However, the Year 8 Boys were most pleased to defeat Wesley Intermediate 4-0 as they were coached by their coach in 

Year 7, Mr Maskell!  

Unfortunately, Interzones were cancelled due to poor weather however, the silver lining is that this team of champions 

finished undefeated in 2019. What a team! 

Team List: Boston Krone, Kace Hipkins-Taimai, Quinn Moss, Austin Marsters, Cohen Raddock, Lisiate Akolo, Riley Leaver, 

Blake Ryburn, Lek Xharra, Hector de Mornac, Cooper Peters and Eli McConnon. 

 

CENTRAL ZONES GIRLS TOUCH RUGBY 

2019 was probably our most successful year 

at the Central Zone Touch competition. The 

girls suffered an early defeat to Wesley 

Intermediate, but picked themselves straight 

back up to defeat Mt Roskill 6-1. 

They followed this up with another 3 

victories (including a last minute thriller 

against St Cuthberts). As a result of their 

success they progressed through to the 

semi-finals where they were narrowly edged 

out by Royal Oak 3-2. 

In the third place playoff they again faced 

Wesley. The game see-sawed back and forth 

but Wesley managed to edge ahead at the 

end, leaving us in a very creditable 4th place. The girls deserve a lot of credit not only for the skill they displayed, but the 

team spirit they showed throughout the day. 

Team List: Zahra Al-Ethary, Leela Baker, Sammie Barclay, Kayo Findsen, Natalie Folomu, Kimora Iakopo, Anita Iese, Mia 

Johnson, Coco Lorenzon, Miko Maejima-Ngamoki, Mischa Romans, Anika Todd. 
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CENTRAL ZONES OPEN RUGBY 

On Friday 31st October the Open Sevens team travelled to 

Waitemata Rugby Club in Henderson to take part in a 

combined Central and Western Zones competition run by 

Auckland Rugby. 

With only nine players led ably by Austin Marsters, the 

boys had a terrific day. 

Wins against Wesley, St Mary’s Avondale, Glen Eden and 

Mt Roskill were well deserved with fine displays of control 

and discipline in both attack and defence. 

There were many memorable moments on the way to the 

final which the boys can be very proud of. Some of the 

blistering runs and first up tackles were a sight to behold.  

The final against Kelston was an epic affair where RI lost 3-

1. Lesser teams would have folded, given up and packed 

up...not our boys! They competed to the end to test 

Kelston right to the final whistle. 

Well done lads, a great day of rugby! 

Team List: Austin Marsters, Gisha Rathnayaka, Lek Xharra, Charlie Wallis, Cohen Raddock, Patrick Tousoon, AJ Balchin, 

Logan Kelsall, Ryan McLean and Isaiah Silipa. 

 

CENTRAL ZONES U45 7’S RUGBY 

On Friday 1st November the U45kg Sevens team 

went to Watemata Rugby Club in Henderson to 

take part in a combined Central and Western 

Zones competition run by Auckland Rugby. 

The team had a great day playing every team in 

the competition. As it was a round robin there 

were no finals but placings were decided on round 

results. RI played unbeaten St Peters in the last 

game and won by 2 points! 

RI, Glen Eden and St Peters had all lost 1 game so 

after a points countback Glen Eden were declared 

the winner. 

A great day with a talented team of boys who 

never gave up. 

 

Team List: Milan Bardsley, Louis Butler, George Butler, Tyler Campbell, Troy Craddock, Kace Hipkins-Taimai, Lachlan 

McKenzie, Eli McConnon, Hector de Mornac, Cooper Peters, Blake Ryburn and Tom Worn. 
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CENTRAL ZONES U55 7’S RUGBY 

On Friday 31 October the U55kg 

Sevens team went to Waitemata 

Rugby Club in Henderson to take 

part in a combined Central and 

Western Zones competition run by 

Auckland Rugby. 

The team had a great day and had 

some spectacular games. 

Their first game was against 

Kelston intermediate where they 

battled out in a tough game. The 

team played structured 7s rugby 

and ultimately came away with 

a 22 - 14 win. 

The next game was against ANI 

and oh my goodness what a game 

it was! The boys took the game 

out 44 - 0. 

The third game was against Ponsonby Intermediate. They were looking strong throughout the day and even gave Kelston a 

whooping. In this game the boys dominated by winning 38 - 0. 

The final game was against Glen Eden Intermediate. This was the final and the boys got outplayed in this one. They 

showed immense heart and never gave up during the game. Even when their lungs were burning. They ultimately lost the 

final 0 - 22. 

They all played with immense heart and showed us what it meant to be RI students. Well done boys. 

Team List: David Reeves, Omar Sadiku, Tom Worn, Dylan Peterson, Sang Woo Oh, Iveni Bilo, Boston Krone, Riley Leaver, 

Ritchie Akolo, Jack Hawkins, Hamish Chauval, Demetri Tuitavuki and Frazier Leasuasu. 

 

INTER ZONES CRICKET  

Cricket Nationals is a wrap for another 

year. An experience our girls will 

remember for a very long time. The 

facilities at New Zealand Cricket in 

Christchurch were outstanding with 

grass pitches, electronic 

scoreboards and perfect outfields. 

The girls had some mixed 

performances on the field but were 

outstanding off it. 

Overall we came 4th and with a core 

of Year 7 players, who knows what 

the future holds!  
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CENTRAL ZONES BADMINTON 

On Wednesday 13 November 2019, 20 extremely talented and very respectful RI Badminton players went to Central Zones 

at the Auckland Badminton Center. 

Each year group consisted of 2 singles players and 1 doubles pair. We took 4 reserves who dedicated their time to 

scorekeeping games, which was much appreciated. 

From the very start of the day our students dominated. They brought grit, determination and resilience. Each single or 

doubles player had around 7-9 games that lasted 8 mins. The support our team brought was amazing, cheering on others 

when they weren’t playing. 

We placed across all categories out of the 10 schools. Great work team!  

 

WILLIAM PIKE CHALLENGE GRADUATION 2019 

And just like that, it’s over! The William Pike Challenge students have completed their 6th and final adventure, surviving 

many challenges set for them over an action-packed two days at Wenderholm. 

They applied all of the technical and interpersonal skills they developed over 2019 to compete in the Amazing Race and I 

can safely say that they performed well above and beyond any expectations we could have had for the group we met in 

Term 1 so long ago. 

Thank you to all that attended the Graduation Evening to celebrate this incredible achievement for our 30 ‘Pikelets’, also 

to the many who turned out to hear from William Pike himself and begin their journey in applying for 2020. 

This year has been nothing short of exceptional and our teaching team involved with the programme are sad to see this 

special family of students moving on. Good luck to all of you as you continue on your individual journeys and also to those 

students in preparing your applications.  
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APPA MUSIC FESTIVAL 2019 

On Wednesday 13 November, RI students performed at the final evening of the APPA Music Festival in Auckland Town Hall 

to a sold out audience.  A huge congratulations to the RI Singers, RI String Orchestra, Instrumentalists, Dancers and 

Soloists who performed on the night and to Miss Faulknor, Head Conductor and Mrs Issa, Orchestra Conductor. Everyone 

involved celebrated the joy of music, song and dance in a magical evening. 
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EDEN PARK CHRISTMAS 2019 

On Sunday 8 December we had about 160 students performing in ‘An Eden Park Christmas’ for 2019. The hosts made 

special mention of our school & the talent we have in The Arts. RI was showcased in many areas including a huge number 

of students in both the massed and sing-a-long choirs, dancers from the RI Pom, Jazz Funk & Friday Performance Troupes 

performing in 2 dance items, the Year 7 Starburst Performers and RI Singers Chorale both having their own stand alone 

items during the show, 8 RI Singers selected as soloists and Pip Faulknor was Artistic & Co-Musical Director. Despite the 

wet weather and getting rained on a few times we still had a blast! 

 

HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED OVER THE HOLIDAYS 

One of the agencies we deal with is running a holiday programme this summer for Korean Students. They will be in 

Auckland from 5 January until 2 February.  

The students would like to stay with families who speak English as their first language. They will need three meals a day 

including a packed lunch. The students will be at school each day from 8:30 – 5:00 and will be away on field trips every 

Saturday. 

If you are able to provide a home for one or two pupils, they will pay $300 per week. 

Please contact Robert Rasmussen or TaeHo Kang for further information. 

robertr@remint.school.nz        nz_tk@hotmail.com  

mailto:robertr@remint.school.nz
mailto:nz_tk@hotmail.com
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RI CHEER ON TOUR 

Monday 9 December was the 'Cheer Day Out’. RI Cheer visited Cornwall Park Primary School and held workshops run by 

the Year 8 Cheerleaders followed by performances.  

 

SCIENCE EXTENSION TRIP TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY DEPARTMENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND 

The Science Extension group were lucky enough to be invited into the Anthropology Department at the University of 

Auckland on Friday 6 December. They got to experience both basic biological anthropology as well as archaeology via a 

number of activities involving replica casts of our fossil ancestors. Examining ageing and sexing of human bones, as well as 

looking at the structural differences between bipeds and quadrupeds, the students enjoyed these hands-on practical 

activities. Following this, they played an educational board game developed by the department to teach colonisation of 

the Pacific.  

Remuera Intermediate would like to thank the Anthropology Department for hosting this group of fine young scientists!  
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CYCLING WRAP UP 

Recently, the cycling club celebrated the end of another eventful year 

with a picnic and prizegiving in Cornwall Park. It was also an 

opportunity to thank Doug Barclay who has done a sterling job as the 

parent-in-charge of the club for the past five years while his three 

children attended RI. Thanks Doug for growing this sporting code at RI 

through your inclusive and supportive approach, encouraging all to 

have fun while developing the technical skills to become confident and 

competitive riders. Taking over the reins in 2020 is Duncan Turnbull 

whose son Robert is a member of the club, involved in road, track and 

mountain biking.  

If your child is interested in joining the RI cycling club please contact 

Sonja Potter sonjap@remint.school.nz for registration forms and further information.  

Here are some key dates for the cycling calendar for 2020: 

Road 

Pukekohe TTT - May & June 2020 

North Harbour Tour - 23-24 May 2020 

National Road Championship – Palmerston North – 26/27/28 September 2020 

North Island Road Championships – Cambridge – 4/5 July 2020 

Northern Tour – Auckland – 5/6 September 2020 

Track 

North Island and National Track Championships – Cambridge – 6/7 July 2020 

MTB 

AKL schools MTB - 5 races between 1 March & 30 August 2020 

North Island MTB Championships –Wellington – 28/29 March 2020 

National MTB Championships – Waitangi – 3 /4 October 2020 

 

DONATING SCHOOL UNIFORM 

We would be glad to accept school uniform that is no longer needed, especially from Year 8 pupils who are leaving. Pupils 

can bring them to the school foyer during the last few days of school or they can be placed in the drop-off bin in the school 

car park near the hall, during the school holidays.  

Thanks for supporting this enterprise! 

IMPORTANT DATES       

23 January 2020   Second Hand Uniform Sale - 8:30am 

30 January - 09 April 2020  Term 1  

28 April -  03 July 2020   Term 2 

20 July - 25 September 2020  Term 3 

12 October - 11 December 2020 Term 4 

            (For a full list of important dates, please see the calendar on the school website.) 

 

mailto:sonjap@remint.school.nz
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REMUERA INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL APP  
You can download the free app from the App Store or Google Play. It works on both 

android and Apple phones. It sends important school messages and forms a big part of 

our school communications.  If you have not downloaded the App, please click this link   

http://remueraint.apps.school.nz/share/   

Features of the App:  

 You can subscribe to alert groups of interest to you and your child 

 You can complete the absentee form directly from the App 
 You can access the school calendar, news and events directly through the App 

 We can send out targeted alerts to everyone with the App or to specific groups 

ABSENCES 
All absences need to be reported by 8:45am at the latest. 
To report an absence please: 

 Use the 'Report an Absence' link in the top right corner on the school website homepage 

http://www.remint.school.nz  

 Use the school app or  

 Phone the office on 09 522 9890 Option 1  

Please do not email absence notifications to classroom teachers 

ABSENCE TEXT NOTIFICATION 
Your children’s safety is of paramount importance to us.  In order to ensure the safety of all our students, at 9:30am if 

your child has not been marked as Present we will send out a text notification to alert you of his/her absence.   

We are aware many parents are simply very busy people and forget to notify the school so please respond with a Y and a 

reason for the absence/lateness.  

Respond with an N if you have dropped your child at school or know that he/she was coming to school and we can 

investigate this promptly.  

Should your mobile number change, please notify the school immediately so that we can update our records 

accordingly. 

PARENT PORTAL 
Parents are able to use our portal to pay for their child’s donations and fees. We encourage anyone who has not already 

signed up to do so.  The address is https://parent.musac.school.nz/ 

http://remueraint.apps.school.nz/share/
http://www.remint.school.nz/
https://parent.musac.school.nz/

